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and wear the holy rudraksha beads always. The Lord will
surely bless you. Soon I am going to His abode. Fareweir.
After Nandi passed away his wife performed the last
rites due to him. She adopted the austerities of a
Veerasaivite more rigorously. Every morning she used to
go to the distant Kurma Teertha for her bath and fetch its
waters for worship. She smeared the holy ashes on the
different parts of her body and wore the holy beads. She
hated to look at the face of a person who had no marks of
ashes on his forehead and beads around his neck. On the
other hand she would worship people with these saivite
symbols, give them not only food but also clothes. On one
krittika day during the month of kartheeka she fasted the
whole day kept awake the whole night and worshipped
Lord Subrahmanya. And the Lord was pleased.
On finishing her ablutions the next morning at the
Kurma lake, she saw at a little distance away a handsome
hunter with a bow and arrows. He had the holy ashes and
holy beads. He could not be a mere hunter for there was
divine radiance about him. Her duty was to worship any
person with the auspicious marks dear to Siva. Low caste
should not hinder her. So she approached him reverantly
and requested him to visit her house, washed his hands and
feet and fed him. The God revealed himself to her. She was
pleasantly surprised to see Lord Subrahmanya himself
standing before her and praised his grace. The Lord told
her, "I am pleased with your sincere prayers. What can I
do for you". "Dear God!" she said, "What else do I want
except that my devotion to Lord Siva should so please him.
In this old age I find it difficult to go to Kurma lake. Kindly
create a small pond close to my house11. Skanda granted her
wish by creating a pond with one stroke of his Saktivel,
naming it as Japala teertha. She used to bathe in its waters
and continued her worship with redoubled enthusiasm. At
last Lord Siva was pleased, but wanted to test her. One day